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The University of Dayton 
RESEARCHER'S WORK ON AIR FORCE WINDSHIELD 
WINS UNIVERSITY RESEARCH A WARD 
News Release 
June 12, 1992 
Contact: Rosemary Harty 
DAYTON, Ohio-- Blaine S. West, senior research engineer with the University of 
Dayton Research Institute, has been honored as this year's winner of the Wohlleben-Hochwalt 
Professional Research A ward. 
West, a resident of Beavercreek, is responsible for saving the lives of aircraft pilots 
and saving the U.S. Air Force money in the development of new technology for birdstrike-
resistant aircraft windshields. 
Over the last 15 years, West developed a unique structural dynamics approach that 
resulted in a new design of the entire crew enclosure. The new design allows windshields to 
withstand the impact of a four-pound bird at speeds exceeding 500 mph. 
West is continuing his work with the recent award of an $8 million Air Force contract. 
The University's top research award, the Wohlleben/Hochwalt Outstanding 
Professional Research Award was endowed by the late Carroll Hochwalt, a 1920 UD graduate 
and successful scientist, who credited his success to his former professor, Brother William 
Wohlleben, S.M. 
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For interviews, contact Blaine West at (513) 229-3018. 
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